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WHAT IS
FAIRTRADE?

“1,400
producer 
organisations 
worldwide

3,000+
FAIRTRADE PRODUCTS 
AVAILABLE IN AUSTRALIA 
& NEW ZEALAND

FAIRTRADE standards 
exist for more than

300
types of commodities

1.6 mILLION
farmers and workers in 

74 countries

Find out more

Molly Harriss Olson  
CEO, Fairtrade Australia & New Zealand

”

 For 30 years Fairtrade has been  
 working to tackle global trade  
 injustice AND transform the  
 lives and communities of millions  
 of disadvantaged people. 

 join us and make a difference! 

But the challenges remain for 
marginalised farmers and workers -  
who produce 70% of the world’s food  
and represent half of the world’s hungry 
people. Issues such as climate change, 
political unrest, and unsustainable costs 
of production continue; but Fairtrade is 
helping change happen. 



What is Fairtrade?
Fairtrade is about better prices, decent working conditions 
and fair terms of trade for farmers and workers.

With Fairtrade you have the power to change the world 
every day.

With one simple choice you can empower farmers to 
make their own decisions, control their futures and lead 
the dignified life everyone deserves.

The FAIRTRADE Mark
When a product carries the  
Fairtrade Mark it means that 
producers and traders have met 
Fairtrade Standards. The standards 
are designed to address the 
imbalance of power in trading 
relationships, unstable markets and 
the injustices of conventional trade.

Fairtrade offers important benefits 
for farmers & workers in 
developing countries including:

Farmers and workers receive a fair price 
(the Fairtrade Price) for their products. This 

protects them from damaging fluctuations in 
world market prices so they have a stable 

income and can plan for their future. 
Fairtrade is the only certification 

scheme that offers such a unique 
minimum price protection 

for farmers.

Small farmer groups must have a democratic 
structure and transparent administration in 

order to be certified. Workers must be 
allowed to have representatives on a 
committee that decides on the use 

of the Fairtrade Premium.

Fairtrade is unique
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Stable 
prices

Farmers and workers also receive an 
additional sum of money (the Fairtrade 

Premium) for investment – as they see fit – 
in social, economic and environmental 

development in their community, 
such as educational and 

medical facilities.

2A Fairtrade 
Premium

Empowerment 
of farmers  
and workers

Fairtrade certified producers are involved 
in decisions that affect their future 

through Fairtrade International’s Board, 
its committees and consultation 

processes. Producers can influence 
prices, premiums, standards 

and overall strategy.

350% PRODUCER 
owneRSHIP

 Fairtrade’s vision is a world in  
 which all producers can enjoy  
 secure and sustainable livelihoods,  
 fulfil their potential and decide  
 on their future.

 Fairtrade is an alternative approach  
 that is based on partnership; one  
 between those who grow our food  
 and those that consume it. 


